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ATELIER VISIT

ZANELLATO/BORTOTTO

Cralting lanterns that light up the Louis Vuitton's “Objets Nomades™ line.

By Eliza Jordan

Just months after Giorgia Zanellato and Daniele Bortotto  founded
Fanellato/Bortotto in 2003, the design duo presented their first collection,
Made for Rubelli, it was entitled “Acqua Alta” and shown at Salone
Satellite in Milan as an homage to Vienice, Driven by a love of place and
the passing of time, they've continued 1o create artisanal goods, limited-
edition objects, interior design projects, and more,

In 2019, Zanellato/Bortotto first collaborated with Louis Vuitton
for its “Objets Momades™ collection with a woven leather mandala screen.
Recently, Zanellato/Bortotto returned to the luxury house to make a new
leather object, inspired by magical hights found around the world, The
result is a sophisticated leather lantern with a blown-glass bulb and design
cues borrowed from iconic Louis Vuitton accessories that enchant the eye
and soothe the senses.

Bortotto spoke with Whiewal! from their atelier in Treviso abowt
sharing memories around a leather lantern’s glow, and how anyone can
find a story within " Objets Nomades™ pieces,

WHITEWALL: Wy did vour choose to create a lantern for this lime of “Ohjets
Newmades”?

DANIELE BORTOTTO: It reminds us of sharing moments. There's something
magical about these lanterns—the shape and pattern, but also the light and
shadow it creates. We didn’t have something clear in mind, but it was an
idea of travel; these lanterns we saw in journeys throughout the world in
places like Colombia and Vietnam,

In many of these countries they don’t have electricity, but candle
lanterns. There's something really cool about that, so we wanted to interpret
those objects. Especially in Colombia, there's such a strong idea of color,
and that's really important for our projects—for our mandalas, and these
lanterns, There's a combmation of strong colors with soft 1ones, It's a sort
of diary, a journcy that we put into the projects,

WwW: The light is portable and imtended 1o be wsed inside and owside,
Seaturing details inspired by handbags ke the strap and bras 7 feer.”
How did vou get to this point?

DB: We wanted to add details that we'd need to use the lantern inside and
outside. We thought not 1o do it in a normal way, but in a Louis Vuitton
way, 50 we took some elements from the handbags. Ar the beginning of
the collaboration, we received an amazing book that showed us all of these
traditional elements they've been using for a long time, so we tried to put
it into the lantern, We didn’t want it to look too much like 2 bag, though,
s0 for the handle we tested many differem straps, like women's, The final
result is nice because it reminds you of a bag, and some dements of a Louis
Vuitton accessory, but it's a portable lantem,

WwW: Why do all of Zanellato/Bortotio’s projects tend 1o center aronnd
place in relation to the passing of time?

DB: We staned studying here at IUAY University—the historical Venctian
architecture school that Carlos Via Scarpa and other masters studied
at—and wanted o try something abroad, so we started our product
design master’s at ECAL de Lausanne in Switzerland, which was a grem
experience. When we got back, we wanted to search for our roots and what
was special about the crafismanship that is so strong here,

Our background in school was indusinal and product design, so
we were focused on this world, interested in Swiss design, and the idea
that you should do this and in this way, After “Acqua Alta,"we realized
with craftsmanship and our surroundings, we can do many different
things, not just product design. You can work with craftsmanship,
work on a limited edition, and put many ideas into your products and
projects,

We see and experience many places, and we find really
fascinating the way time changes these places. We are keen on translating
these ideas, these images of places, We don't just do traditional industrial
or product design, It's more than that, We like the combination. We hike
craftsmanship, That’s why this project was exciting because there's
s0 much about crafismanship and fashion design that it was the perfiect
collaboration,

WW: What details do we see in the LV lanterns that represent place
and FHme?

0B: It's more about memories. It's also about bringing something
from our travels inte an object, which seems hard to do when
designing a product. Every object has a story, a link to a personal
journey. For us, it's related to our experiences in places like Asia and
South America, It was really a matter of the passage of time, more
about Finding a connection with people. Evervone has a story with
this object, a connection.

WW: When vou look ar these lanterns, does it bring vou back to a
time or a place?

DB: Many different moments, For sure it is summer in Ialy by the

seaside, where you cannot switch on too many lights because of

mosquitoes, so you have many lanterns, It's magical the way people
sit around these little lights. And one amazing summer night in the
Cocora Valley in Colombia. It was dark and we were at this place
in the middle of the hills, full of people outside, and there were all
these lights all areund. And in Venice, there's this big celebration in
the Giwdecca Canal with all these summer light lanterns aloag the
canal where you can pass through this artificial bridge. It's only up
for a few days,

WW: How does being based in Veneto, arguably the center of the
world's leather production, impact yvour craft?

DB: l..u. in|_.|: ]!-e.::r-e.: in Trull.is.u-. :|m.|. evén jux! in [1;1'}'. W '|:|L'c. 20 :I'H:Iﬂ.:r’
things for granted. We don’t realize how lucky we are and how many
magical places there are—and all of the amazing things they do
in their workshops. We had an amazing experience before “Objcts
Momades™ with a leather producer in Vicenza so we could see how
everything staris and becomes those pieces of leather in our objects
and bags, We saw the production behind creating colors and differemt
kinds of leather, and some of these producers are the suppliers to
Louis Vuitton.

We were intrigued and then realized our potential with

leather when we then went to Paris. We saw these huge pieces of

leather in crazy colors, and a lot said “Made in Italy” and “Made
in Vicenza.” It all came back to our country, but evervthing really
started in Paris when we were watching the Louis Vuiton craltsman

at work, We realized just how much vou could do with that material,
WW: How will vou be using vour LV lanterns?
DB: Giorgia had a baby in January and we couldnt see each other

much because of the pandemic. But now, finally, | think we can use
the lantern to have a nice dinner outside with friends and her baby,
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